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re tapping w

that the clon

lse on the pla

ehind NIXO

DY: 

ing on abou

Y and speak

t taking a ga
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rn at the wro

ave gotten m

h Genghis K

d if I had bee

erican as all

g are going 

y amused, a

estead!  

ow?  

2      

AMERICA

ks to the fro

speaks. 

aphy and 

ervices to 

ong time!  

me out of 

Khan!  I’d 
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ng!  I remem

ng in the ov

  And I walk

y dear, wou

r; and she tu

y eyes, and 

ter Preside

women’s m
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n’t make 

 

ould have 

his story. 

hese days.  

very three 
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all the dirt u
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 the ass of th

ld never qui

unce on my h

KENNED

.  And you c
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Forget it, N

I still wish I

helped me in

Nothing cou

it didn’t ma

w seems dis

Your father

believed it. 

anything th

Hey, it’s be
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st?!  

6      

e oral sex 

n line, so 
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And what li

The line of 

what I knew

let me live 

Vietnam!  I

my own pol

 ON BROA

KENNED

e catching on

NIXON: 

 wanted to w

ble candidate

 place in the

ainted young

ntegrity, wh

do you think 

mmunist?  

ry day, but 
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Excuse me, 

war was a n

I didn’t get 

that was th
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Is that what

You never k
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 the first tim
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g offense!  I 
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You know, 
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see how pre

how we cou
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ever loved a
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in the grand

Probably did

No, probabl

You know, I
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have had the
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 seems sad 
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Kennedy or 
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y not. 
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I always wis

 my life, find

e chance to g
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nd of people t

And I’d give 
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 before coll

looking pictu
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 through tha

ild dies in a 
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ure in the h
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 people too, 
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damn bit of d
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 until my 
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n’t think I 

 opposite 
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more chins 
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Do you real

young and v

You were b

otherwise I’

know, every
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You could 

father and y

passed from

Heaven?!  

they would 

we were in H

nks about t

SCENA

 ON BROA

NIXON (H

point, Jack.  

than I saw w

KENNED

ut it.  

NIXON: 

lly feel that w

vibrant, like 

KENNED
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’d never be a
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see him now
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m the other w
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hrough all th

my father car
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y and Richa
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as power, an
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pend time w
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aven, isn’t it

u honestly th
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 like me? 

that way, 
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 if he just 

 he lost.  

with your 

lse who’s 
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A chipper, 

with pleasu

STARR’S 

SCENAR

 and KENN

W GIRL, ent

.  SHE seem

Heaven is r

glowing san

They’re so p

little girls t

enough to k

They’re ado

into the ocea

Come here,

they laugh a

internet or 

Strontium-9

laugh togeth

we sat on t

time, and w

together on 

us.  Momm

ground sha

the water s

watched as 

radiation, a

even realize

they’re five 

dapper and

ure. 

 ON BROA

RIO FOUR

NEDY exit,

ters from th

ms absorbed

GLOW G

running alon

nd and watch

pretty when 

to be, an age

know exactly

orably inqui

an too fast:  

, Baby!  I’l

all the time; 

 cell phones

90.  But we

her every da

the same roc

we shared eve

 the beach at

my, are the

aking.  Mom

so hot, I’m 

 my beautif

and I was so

e that the sam

 years old.  A

d playful H

 P.2ADWAY

 

R:  THE H

, a beautifu

he opposite

d in her me

GIRL: 

ng the beach

h the setting

 they’re five

e that you w

y how to get

sitive, const

 Mommy, w

ll rub you w

 at least my A

s or even a

e had each o

ay, no matte

ck that we c

erything tha

t twilight tim

ere people 

mmy, why i

 me-el-el-ti

ful little da

o absorbed i

me thing wa

And my little

HARRY TR
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HELL RA

ul, olive com

e side, slow

emories and

h, with your 

g sun reflect 

e years old.  

wish they cou

t your atten

tantly learni

why is the w

with my tow

 Angel did.  W

a refrigerato

ther, we had

r what else w

called our ow

t we were fe

me, as the re

 living und

is our rock 

ng!  And I h

ughter’s bod

n what was

as happening

e Angel will 

RUMAN en

                

AISER & T

mplexioned

wly walks 

d reliving h

r daughter as

 her radiant 

 I think that

uld stay, for

ntion every m

ing new thi

water so co

wel until y

 We didn’t h

or to shield

d love, and 

was happen

wn, every af

eeling and th

ed glow abso

der the san

 turning red

held Angel ti

dy was eate

s happening

g to me.  Th

 stay that ag

nters, appro

        1-4-22

THE GLO

d, well spo

across the 

her story as 

s the you ga

 smile over t

t’s the perfec

rever.  They

minute of ev

ings, like no

old; I’m free

you’re all d

have televisio

d our food f

 we found re

ing around 

fternoon at 

hinking.  An

rbed the lan

nd?  I can 

d?  Mommy

ight in my a

en away by

g to her that

hey’re so pre

ge, forever.  

oaches GLO

2      

OW GIRL 

ken woman

stage and 

 she speaks

aze at the 

the ocean.  

ct age for 

’re smart 

very day. 

ot to run 

e-eezing!  

dry.  And 

ons or the 

from the 

easons to 

 us.  And 

 the same 

nd we ran 

d around 

 feel the 

y, why is 

arms, and 

y nuclear 

t I didn’t 

etty when 

OW GIRL,

 

 

n who we’

stops at th

s. 

, and smile

ll 

he 

es 
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GLOW GIR

STARR’S 

Hubba hubb

RL turns to 

Hey Peach, 

What?  

I mean, say 

Would you 

Yes ma’am, 

Actually, I’v

girl like yo

Excuse me?

No, I don’t

historic pick

conversation

Well, I don’

No?  

 ON BROA

HARRY: 

ba, look at yo

 HARRY w

HARRY: 

 how’s about

GLOW G

HARRY: 

 good looking

GLOW G

 believe me if

HARRY: 

 I could sure

GLOW G

ve been here

ou doing in 

HARRY: 

?  

GLOW G

t excuse you

k up lines 

n, why don’t

HARRY: 

’t really wan

GLOW G
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ou!  

with cold ho

t a date?  

GIRL: 

g, what’s coo

GIRL: 

f I said I was

ely see that! 

GIRL: 

e quite a long

 a place like

GIRL: 

u!  Not for 

that you’re 

t you just sa

nt to start a c

GIRL: 

23             

ostility, thou

oking?  

s?  

  So, you com

g time.  Do 

e this?  

 your action

 throwing a

ay hello?  

conversation

                

ugh he is pl

me here often

 you want to

ns, and not 

at me!  If y

n, Tootsie.  

        1-4-23

layfully, if 

n?  

o try, what

 for these fe

you want to

3      

awkwardly

t’s a nice 

eeble pre- 

o start a 

 

y, flirting. 
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HARRY pla

pushes him 

STARR’S 

No.  I’ve ha

another one,

So what is i

I want me s

ayfully grab

 away and 

Don’t you e

Hey come o

presidents a

Sure, you th

president, ri

That’s right

1945 to 195

I always tho

Right again

afford to giv

Am I suppo

 ON BROA

HARRY: 

d more conv

, I’ll still hav

GLOW G

t exactly tha

 HARRY:

ome of what

bs GLOW 

speaks with

GLOW G

ever, ever lay

HARRY (

on now, Swe

are getting!  

GLOW G

hink you’re 

ight?  

HARRY (

t, I was the t

53.  Harry S.

GLOW G

ought that it

HARRY (

n!  We were

ve me a midd

GLOW G

sed to laugh
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versations th

ve had way t

GIRL: 

at you do wa

 

t all them oth

GIRL by th

h firm ange

GIRL: 

y a hand on m

(COLLECT

eetie Pie!  I s

 Other presid

GIRL: 

 going to imp

(PROUDLY

thirty third p

. Truman wa

GIRL: 

t just stood fo

(PLAYFULL

e so poor wh

dle name!  

GIRL (COLD

h at that?  
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han I ever wa

too many!  

ant? 

her presiden

he waist, an

er. 

me again, do

ING HIMS

said I want 

dents!  See w

press me by

Y): 

president of 

as my name!

for S.  

LY): 

hen I was gr

DLY): 

                

anted to hav

ts seem to be

nd she ang

o you unders

SELF): 

 me some of 

what I’m say

y telling me 

f the United S

!  Know wha

rowing up, 

        1-4-24

ve, and if I ne

e getting, th

grily punch

stand that?!

f what all the

ying?  

that you we

States from 

at the S stan

 my parents 

4      

ever have 

ese days!  

es him in t

!  

em other 

ere once a 

 the years 

nds for?  

 couldn’t 

 

the stomachh, 
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Of course yo

that is!  

And as you 

Darn tootin

also always 

And I have 

gonna use th

And how is 

Come on, do

That’s linge

Lingering n

You know, I

that you we

Actually, I 

starting out

I’d say you’

 ON BROA

HARRY: 

ou are!  I wa

GLOW G

 just said, yo

HARRY: 

n, I was!  I’v

 felt it was a

 the fact tha

hat to get wh

GLOW G

 it that you k

HARRY: 

on’t be coy w

GLOW G

ering nuclear

HARRY (

nuclear fallou

GLOW G

I’ve heard a 

ere a womani

HARRY: 

 know it’s ha

t at this.  Jus

GLOW G

’re a little lat
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as told that h

GIRL: 

ou were once

ve always be

a man’s righ

t I was pres

hat I want fr

GIRL: 

know I’m in 

with me!  I co

GIRL (SMIL

r fallout!  

(LAUGHIN

ut!  Now, th

GIRL: 

 lot of things

izer! 

ard to tell by

st sort of lear

GIRL: 

te, wouldn’t 

25             

humor is the

e the most po

een a modest

ht to use wh

ident to my 

from a lady, i

 heat?  

ould see you

LING, WITH

NG): 

at’s a knee s

s about Har

y my smoot

rning the ga

 you?  

                

e best aphrod

owerful man

t man, but a

hat he has to

 credit, and 

in heat!  

u glowing fro

H VENOM)

slapper!  

rry S. Truma

th approach, 

ame!  

        1-4-25

disiac, next t

n in the worl

at the same t

o get what h

 I’m sure as 

om decades a

): 

an, but I nev

 but I’m jus

5      

to power, 

ld!  

time, I’ve 

he wants!  

 heck fire 

away!  

ver heard 

st kind of 
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HARRY pla

pulls away a

STARR’S 

Well heck, I

had my firs

sixty two.  W

after I kicked

ayfully put

and speaks

 I told you n

Oh, I see n

conversation

time.  Why 

I’m your des

Oh yeah? 

Oh yes.  I’ve

You know, 

your destiny

more poetry

So, where do

I thought yo

Nagasaki?  

 ON BROA

HARRY: 

I did everyth

st child whe

Why should

d the bucket

ts his arm a

s with angry

GLOW G

not to touch!

HARRY (

now!  You’r

n before we 

 don’t you te

GLOW G

stiny, Harry

HARRY (

GLOW G

e been waitin

HARRY: 

 that is a go

y, I’ve been 

y in it than 

o you come f

GLOW G

ou’d never a

HARRY (
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hing a little 

en I was for

dn’t I start h

?!  

around GL

y conviction

GIRL: 

!  

(COLLECT

re an old fas

 get to the n

ell me a little

GIRL (INTE

y S. Truman

(INTEREST

GIRL: 

ng an eterni

ood line, I’m

 waiting an 

 I’ll kiss you

from?  

GIRL (SMIL

sk.  I’m from

(THROWN

26             

 late!  I joine

rty, I got ele

having fun w

LOW GIRL

n. 

ING HIMS

shioned gal,

nitty gritty. 

e bit about yo

ENSELY SM

n.  

TED): 

ity for you to

m going to h

 eternity for 

u later, I’m e

LING): 

m Nagasaki. 

N): 

                

ed the army 

ected vice pr

with the ladi

L’S waist, s

SELF): 

 you want 

  Well alrigh

ourself?  

MILING): 

o come along

have to reme

r you to com

eating a pot

  

        1-4-26

 when I was

resident wh

ies, twenty f

she punche

a little mor

ht, I got not

g.  

ember that o

me along!  It 

tater, that’s 

6      

s thirty, I 

hen I was 

five years 

es him in th

re of that 

thing but 

one!  I’m 

 has a lot 

 for sure! 

 

he stomachh, 
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You remem

that you d

Hiroshima, 

I remember 

Well, of cou

I really don

Yes, well I r

Wait a min

bomb went o

Of course I

and out lies

here for twe

And I never

ninety year

platinum an

without ly

shenanigans

No, you di

people!  

 ON BROA

GLOW G

mber Nagasak

dropped you

 but nobody 

HARRY (

 it!  

GLOW G

urse you do! 

HARRY (

’t appreciate

GLOW G

really didn’t 

HARRY: 

nute, you’re 

off?!  

GLOW G

’m serious! 

 are not with

enty five year

HARRY: 

r even thoug

rs I was li

nd everybod

ing, cheatin

s, and I’m da

GLOW G

dn’t lie or 

 P.2ADWAY

 

GIRL: 

ki, don’t you

ur second 

 seems to rem

(GETTING 

GIRL (SMIL

  I mean, Hi

(GETTING 

e that compa

GIRL (SMIL

 appreciate h

 serious abo

GIRL: 

 We can be 

hin our capa

rs, now?  

ght about tell

ving, before

dy knew it! 

ng, connivi

amn proud o

GIRL: 

cheat, you j

27             

u?  That’s t

atomic bom

member Nag

 TENSE): 

LING): 

tler couldn’t

 UPSET): 

rison!  

LING WITH

having my b

out this?  Y

 as sarcastic

abilities.  Di

ling a fib in 

e that!  Ha

 I made it 

ing or any

of it!  

just roasted

                

the forgotten

mb on. Eve

gasaki.  

t forget Ausc

H VENOM)

baby melt in 

You were in

c as we wan

idn’t you kn

 those twenty

Harry S. Tru

to the highe

y other kin

d a hundred

        1-4-27

n wasteland,

erybody talk

chwitz, coul

: 

 my arms! 

n Nagasaki w

t down here

now that, you

y five years,

uman’s wor

est office in 

nd of und

d thousand 

7      

, the city 

ks about 

ld he?  

when the 

e, but out 

u’ve been 

 or in the 

rds were 

 the land 

derhanded 

innocent 
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STARR’S 

They were J

I’m Japanes

You don’t lo

We all look 

among the d

Yeah well, 

enough gal,

and tell me 

because you

No, they do

House Judic

radiation, it

Don’t you u

up!  

Those lunat

the Japanese

Yeah, well 

fighting unt

 ON BROA

HARRY (

Japanese sold

GLOW G

e too, but yo

HARRY: 

ook Oriental

GLOW G

 the same he

damned!  

HARRY: 

I’ve been m

 on the surf

 what exactly

u were promi

GLOW G

on’t damn p

ciary Comm

t’s kind of ha

HARRY (

understand, 

GLOW G

tics were bea

e were all alo

HARRY: 

somebody fo

til the last m
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(VISIBLY SH

diers!  

GIRL: 

ou were just 

l!  

GIRL: 

ere, Harry S

meaning to 

face, but wh

y you did th

iscuous!  

GIRL: 

people becau

mittee.  Howe

ard to go bac

(SHAKEN &

 we didn’t h

GIRL: 

aten!  Italy 

one and back

forgot to tell

man dropped!

28             

HAKEN): 

 ready to fuc

S!  There’s n

ask you abo

y don’t you

hat made them

se of their s

ever, once yo

ck. 

& DISORIE

have a choic

 was down, 

ked into a cor

l them that,

!  

                

ck me, witho

no ethnic or r

out that! Y

 come down

m damn you

sexual habit

ou’ve been s

ENTED): 

ce?!  Those l

 the German

rner!  

, because th

        1-4-28

ut thinking 

racial discri

You seem lik

n off your hi

u?  It’s obvio

ts here, this 

sprayed with

lunatics wou

n army was 

hey were gon

8      

 twice!  

mination 

ke a nice 

igh camel 

ously not 

 isn’t the 

h nuclear 

uldn’t let 

 defeated, 

nna keep 
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HARRY is 

compassion

The Curta

END OF 

STARR’S 

Until the la

installations

My daughte

casualties of

Look, I neve

against the 

anybody!  C

Fighter pilo

growing up

addicted pro

mugs someb

I did what I

never lied, 

fought the k

of his fame

thought tha

the personal

You sent m

thousand in

shattered 

n, but thinks

ain Closes

SCENA

 ON BROA

GLOW G

ast soldier dr

s, not your 

er and I nev

f your war! 

HARRY (

er asked to be

 wall, and I

Circumstance

GLOW G

ots in a wa

p in a rat in

ostitute mot

body or comm

HARRY: 

I thought w

I never chea

ku klux klan 

e, I even fir

at he was ou

l sacrifice, I 

GLOW G

me to Hell, H

nnocent peop

and in tea

s better of i

s. 

ARIO FO
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GIRL: 

ropped, you 

urban comm

er went into

(ANGUISH

e in the war,

I did what 

es forced my

GIRL: 

r didn’t cho

nfested tene

ther doesn’t 

mits murder

was right!  M

ated, I neve

 in my home

red the mos

t of control 

 always tried

GIRL: 

Harry!  Me,

ple, just like u

ars.  GLOW

t.  SHE sha

UR. 
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 mean.  The 

munities!  W

o any army a

HED): 

, to begin wi

 had to be d

y hand, it wa

oose their s

ement, with 

 choose his s

r, he’s held a

My whole life

er took a dam

e town, I too

t popular g

 and dangero

d to do what 

 my five ye

us! 

W GIRL s

akes her hea

                

 Japanese at

We didn’t go 

and you had

ith!  It was d

done!  I ne

asn’t my cho

situations, e

 a father in

situation, bu

accountable f

fe, that’s all 

mn thing th

ok on Joe Mc

general in th

ous!  No ma

 I thought w

ear old daug

studies him

ad and exit

        1-4-29

ttacked your

 after your c

d no right to

dumped on m

ever planned

oice!  

either!  A li

n prison and

ut if he goes

for his action

 I ever tried 

hat I didn’t

cCarthy at t

his country,

atter what th

was the right 

ghter, and a 

m, and alm

ts, leaving  

9      

r military 

civilians!  

o make us 

me, I was 

d to hurt 

ittle boy, 

d a drug 

s out and 

ns!  

 to do!  I 

t earn!  I 

the height 

, when I 

he risk or 

 thing!  

 hundred 

most has a 

HARRY al

 

moment o

one. 

of 
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The curtain 

and begins 

drained and

ime he quo

j

j

LENNY ma

slightly back

j

STARR’S 

 remains cl

 to deliver 

d disgusted

otes a differ

This is wha

who give th

anniversary

a set of golf 

just went off

in the back o

just a word

is!  Well, if

shit of you

know that w

the word!  

knows how 

akes a moti

kwards, the

There is som

choice, wha

job?  Answe

what the an

spend our w

did these ru

around in t

words were 

 ON BROA

SCENA

losed, as LE

 his stand 

d than befor

ent person,

LENNY: 

at I call my c

hem dinner, 

y present, my

f clubs for Ch

ff, now I get 

of a patrol c

!  What do 

f you ever u

u, you dirty 

word?  Exc

What?!  An

 to do it!  

ion as if he

en stands st

LENNY: 

mething seri

t would you

er real quick

nswer is, we

whole lives t

ules come fro

the stone ag

 good and wh

 P.3ADWAY

 

ARIO FIV

ENNY ente

up comedy

re, though 

, he change

clean act:  T

 my wife giv

y wife gave m

hristmas, my

 to spend the

ar, trying to

you mean,

use that wo

little Jewbo

cuse me?  I

nd if she doe

e is punchin

traight and

ously wrong

u rather have

k: High blood

e don’t even

trying to get

om?  You thi

e, inventing

hich words w
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VE: THE C

ers, carrying

y monolog

 his trained

es his voice 

Take my wife

ves me indig

me high bloo

y wife gave m

e night in ja

o explain to 

, it’s just a 

ord in front

oy mother f

I mean, I hop

esn’t know h

ng himself 

d continues 

g with this s

e, high blood

d pressure, i

n have to thi

t it, but we’

ink there wa

g the English

were bad?  

                

COMIC, P

g his micro

gue to the a

d comic tim

 and person

fe, please!  S

gestion!  Yo

od pressure!

me a blow jo

il!  In an ho

 this big nean

word?!  It’s

t of my wife

fucker!  Wh

pe for your s

how to say i

 in the face

 his monolo

system!  I m

d pressure, i

indigestion, 

ink about it

’re not allow

as some kind

h language,

        1-5-30

PART II 

ophone.  HE

audience.  

ming is still 

nae to creat

ome men ha

our wife gav

  Your wife 

ob!  Okay, th

our, I’ll be ha

nderthal cop

s a word, th

e, I’ll kick th

hy, doesn’t y

sake your wi

it, I hope sh

e.  He mak

ogue. 

mean, if you 

indigestion o

 blow job?  W

t.  We all lo

wed to say it

d of committe

 and decidin

0      

E crosses to

He seems 

 right on ta

te a charact

ave wives 

ve you an 

 gave you 

he alarms 

andcuffed 

p that it’s 

at’s all it 

he living 

your wife 

ife knows 

e at least 

kes a sound

 had your 

or a blow 

We know 

ove it, we 

t.  Where 

ee sitting 

ng which 

 

o the center

 more tired

arget.  Ever

er. 

d effect, fall

r, 

d, 

y 

ls 
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LENNY now

POLICE SIR

An annoyed

END OF 

STARR’S 

w begins to

What you

about sn

when man

chew!  C

penis in

that wor

weekend, he

her to a fan

he busted hi

if he gets to

well spent! 

thing he’s g

a hot date 

Second ba

big man on

criminal, yo

RENS are h

Which is wh

d LENNY w

SCENA
 

 ON BROA

o talk like st

LENNY: 

u call wh

neeze?  S

n go chom

Chew good

n her mo

rd!  A guy

e has a hot d

ncy restauran

is ass to earn

o ejaculate in

  Not only 

gonna do is b

on Saturd

ase?  I got 

n the job, th

ou get to spen

heard from 

LENNY: 

here I’m on m

walks off th

ARIO FIV
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tereo types 

hen man g

Sneeze go

mp chomp 

d word!  

uth?  Bl

y drives a g

date; he buys

nt, maybe a 

n that week 

n her mouth

that, when 

brag to his fr

day, guys!  

a blow job

hat day!  Bu

nd the night

 offstage.  L

my way to, r

he stage. 

VE.  
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 of two sepa

go Achoo?

ood.   G

on food

How abou

low  job

gravel truck

s all new clo

 Broadway s

 on this one 

h for two sec

 he gets back

friends about

Oh yeah? 

b!  Wow!  H

ut talk abou

t in jail!  

LENNY see

right now!  I

                

arate cavem

?   I don

Good word

d in mout

ut when 

b!  Bad 

k, eight hou

thes, he poli

show; he spe

 night with 

conds, that’

ck to work o

t his great tr

 How’d yo

His buddies a

ut it on the
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SSCCEENNAARRIIOO  EELLEEVVEENN::  EELL  BBJJ  &&  TTHHEE  UUNNKKNNOOWWNN  SSOOLLDDIIEERR  

The curtain remains closed as LYNDON JOHNSON enters, wheeling a chair and carrying a book.  

HE sits the chair and begins to casually read.  After a couple of seconds, SOLDIER, an ordinary, 

simple man with a heavy, almost comically satirical southern accent, enters, looks at Johnson, 

smiles with contentment, and crosses to the center.  JOHNSON continues to read, not paying any 

mind to SOLDIER,  who gives the audience a big, wide smile as he happily addresses them. 

SOLDIER: 

I was starved, beaten and tortured until I died in a Vietnamese POW camp!  

And I spent the last thirty years of my life, excuse me, I mean of my death, 

thinking, stalking, hunting, tracking down that man (POINTING TO 

JOHNSON) right over there!  The rattle snake who shot us full force into the 

war in Vietnam, for no reason except to oblige the people who put him into 

office! The thirty sixth president of the United States of America, Lyndon 

Baines Johnson! LBJ! Or as his Mexican hussies probably called him, El BJ! 

As he speaks, SOLDIER becomes passionate and acts out what he’s saying.  HE approaches 

JOHNSON,  grabs him by the shirt collar, pulls him from the chair and speaks with conviction. 

SOLDIER: 

And I always knew that the day I caught up to him, slowly I’d turn, step by 

step, inch by inch, I would walk right up to that old turd, grab him by the 

throat and say LBJ, I’m gonna kill you!  (SHRUGS; DISAPPOINTED) 

There’s just one little fact that I overlooked! 

JOHNSON,  who also speaks with a heavy southern accent, and who is naturally pompous and 

arrogant, reacts with annoyed indifference. 

JOHNSON: 

I’m already dead, Boy! 

As JOHNSON pulls away from the disappointed SOLDIER,  he drops his book onto the ground. 
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SOLDIER (TO AUDIENCE): 

Kind of dampened my plan some. 

JOHNSON (TO SOLDIER, MOCKINGLY): 

If you prick me, I won’t bleed!  If you strike me, I won’t cry! 

Half amused, JOHNSON turns away.  SOLDIER grabs JOHNSON, pulls out a knife and holds it 

up to his throat.  JOHNSON still seems indifferent. 

SOLDIER: 

And if I ram this knife through your throat?! 

JOHNSON: 

I’ll chew it up and spit it right back in your eye!   

JOHNSON calmly takes the knife out of SOLDIER’S hand and lightly tosses it into his face.  The 

knife bounces off SOLDIER and hits the ground. SOLDIER seems confused, disappointed and 

almost defeated, as an amused JOHNSON turns to address the audience. 

JOHNSON: 

He don’t know what to say, now!  He’s just standing there, with that dumb, 

confused look on his face, like the dumb, confused piss brain that he is!  He 

spent the past thirty years doing nothing but getting himself ready for this 

moment, and in five seconds, he found out that he’s just as useless and pathetic 

in this world as he was in the last one!  And like all them other unknown 

soldiers who can’t accept the responsibility for his own futile existence, he 

wants to lay the blame on me! 

Now furious, SOLDIER runs up and addresses JOHNSON. 

SOLDIER: 

My futile existence!  You got your gall, Buddy!  I had a life, I had plans! 

JOHNSON addresses the audience, with amused indifference. 

JOHNSON: 

And I can only imagine what those grand plans were!  I bet he was gonna open 

up a candy store in his hometown! 



Eric Zaccar’s SSTTAARRRR’’SS  OONN  BBRROOAADDWWAAYY P.64                                   2-11-64      
 

 

SOLDIER (DETERMINED, TO JOHNSON): 

I was gonna take over my old man’s hardware store, back in my hometown! 

JOHNSON (AMUSED, TO AUDIENCE): 

And he was gonna marry the gal next door! 

SOLDIER (DETERMINED, TO JOHNSON): 

I was gonna marry Connie, the girl I loved since I was five years old! 

JOHNSON (AMUSED, TO AUDIENCE): 

And he was gonna have two point three little babies and live in a pink house, 

next to a lake! 

SOLDIER (DETERMINED, TO JOHNSON): 

And we were gonna buy a little house on the water and have a couple of kids! 

JOHNSON (AMUSED, TO AUDIENCE): 

He’s right, the human race truly lost a valuable and unique commodity when 

they lost this cretin!  (TURNING TO SOLDIER, MOCKINGLY) You know, 

your kids would have been poor and stupid, don’t you? 

SOLDIER (DETERMINED): 

That don’t matter!  I would have loved them, the same way my ma and pa loved 

me!  

JOHNSON (ROLLING HIS EYES): 

Uh huh. 

SOLDIER: 

Hey, maybe what I wanted wasn’t anything fancy or special, but it was a plan, 

it was a dream!  You had no right to take my dream away! 
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JOHNSON (ANNOYED): 

You know, I’m getting a little tired of having to keep repeating this, but the fact 

is, I committed American forces to Vietnam for a dozen different reasons, 

including and especially because we were trying to stop the Communists from 

taking over the world!  It had absolutely nothing to do with you personally, or 

any of them other renegade dip shits who are always following me around here! 

SOLDIER (ANGRY): 

No, we were just dung under your feet!  We were just nameless, faceless 

eighteen year old kids who were cut off before we ever got to be adults!  

JOHNSON looks to the audience for agreement, as he addresses Soldier. 

JOHNSON: 

People who live on top of gas stations shouldn’t throw matches at their 

neighbors, Boy! 

SOLDIER (THROWN): 

Excuse me?! 

JOHNSON: 

What’d you do in Nam, were you a conscientious objector?  Or maybe you were 

a company chaplain or an alter boy! 

SOLDIER (UNEASILY): 

I was a gunner! 

JOHNSON looks toward the audience, with the amused satisfaction of victory. 

JOHNSON: 

A gunner?  That means one of them guys that goes around shooting people, 

don’t it?  Or should I say shooting nameless, faceless eighteen year old kids who 

got cut off before they ever got to be adults! 

SOLDIER: 

When you’re in a field, it’s kill or be killed!  I did what I had to do to stay alive! 
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JOHNSON: 

The same way I did! 

SOLDIER: 

No, I did it so I wouldn’t get shot into little pieces, you did it for your own 

personal power!  If Kennedy had pulled us out of Vietnam like he planned to, 

you would have still been a rich, important vice president, living in a big fancy 

house with your big fancy family!  But you weren’t happy with that, you had to 

have the top spot!  You promised them that if they got Kennedy out of the 

picture, you’d give them the war that they wanted, and you didn’t give a shit 

how many innocent people you had to pawn off to do it! 

JOHNSON (TO AUDIENCE): 

Who does this pecker head think he is, Oliver Stone?! (TO SOLDIER) Let me 

give you a lesson in the ways of the world, Boy, not that it’s gonna help you 

much, here and now!  The strong and the smart come out on top, and the weak 

and the stupid, nobody really gives a shit about!  I knew I could never beat 

Nixon back in 1960, we came off looking too much alike!  Dick Nixon was oily, 

I was oily, he wasn’t pretty in front of the cameras, I wasn’t pretty in front of 

the cameras. The only difference between us was, nobody knew who the fuck I 

was and he was already vice president, under a president that everybody liked.  

Even people who didn’t like Ike thought they liked Ike because of that slogan 

that stuck in everybody’s mind, I Like Ike!  Nobody ever lost an election by over 

estimating the stupidity of John Q. America!  Everyone in the United States 

congress lives by that slogan and it hasn’t failed them yet!  I knew I couldn’t 

win, so instead, I got that smooth talking morally upright Irish bastard, who 

looked pretty in front of the cameras, to go up against Nixon, and when they 

blew Kennedy away, I strolled in through the side door! 

SOLDIER: 

Wait a minute, you’re not saying that you set that whole thing up before 

Kennedy even got elected, and that you planned to have him killed, way back in 

1960? 
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JOHNSON: 

I’d like to take credit for having that much ingenuity, but no, I didn’t know a 

thing about Kennedy being assassinated, at least not until a couple of weeks 

before it happened, and even then, nobody came out and told it to me, straight 

out.  But the fact is, I was smart enough and strong enough to prosper from it!  

I was the only president to walk away from your sacred sixties without blood on 

my shirt, whether figurative or literal!  So I don’t know how you could even 

imagine that a dog soldier, a hardware store owner wanna be, an uneducated, 

unworldly perfect portrait of a loser, like you, could beat me, in any way! 

SOLDIER: 

Yeah, well we’re in a different place now, LBJ, and we have different rules!  I 

might not be able to kill you but I could sure send you to a place that’s a lot 

worse than this! 

SOLDIER angrily advances toward JOHNSON, who seems amused. 

JOHNSON: 

Worse than Hell?  Where are you gonna send me to Boy, Newark, New Jersey? 

SOLDIER (PAUSE, THINKING): 

There’s always someplace worse!  When I was in boot camp, I didn’t think 

things could get any worse.  Then, I was in the middle of the war and I didn’t 

think it could get any worse than that, until I got to that POW camp! 

JOHNSON (IMPATIENTLY): 

And you thought that was as bad as it could be, but now, looky here, you’re in 

Hell!  I have heard this song and dance, time and time again!  It is my destiny 

my torture to be constantly harassed by you Vietnam casualties, and I’ve 

accepted this as a fact that I can’t change!  But as far as going someplace worse 

than this: I think that’s your destiny Son, not mine! 

As SOLDIER angrily moves to hit him, JOHNSON casually pulls a large revolver out of his shirt, 

and points it at SOLDIER, who is thrown. 

 



Eric Zaccar’s SSTTAARRRR’’SS  OONN  BBRROOAADDWWAAYY P.68                                   2-11-68      
 

 

SOLDIER: 

What!  Wait! 

Still calm and indifferent, JOHNSON fires a loud series of shots into SOLDIER’S chest, and 

SOLDIER flies back, behind the curtain and out of sight.  JOHNSON casually adjusts the gun, 

before speaking to the audience, with arrogant indifference. 

JOHNSON: 

Imbecile!  A minute ago, he was walking and talking and seeing and hearing, 

and he wasn’t in constant excruciating pain.  By my calculations, he should 

have counted his fortunes, instead of spending his time going after somebody 

smarter, stronger and in a higher position than him!  Little shit was right about 

one thing, though: There’s always someplace worse you can be, and always 

somebody worse off than you! 

Holding his gun up high, JOHNSON arrogantly struts off the stage. 

EENNDD  OOFF  SSCCEENNAARRIIOO  EELLEEVVEENN..  
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